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opinion on the problems involved in world-politics, for it is
that opinion which ultimately determines the nature of
their ^jition. No man can undertake a more important
work than that of doing something, however little, to pro-
mote the fraternity of nations and the abolition or diminu-
tion of standing armies, by the education of public opinion
in the direction of peace. That opinion will find expression
not only through the Press and the Parliaments of the
various nations, but also through the organisation of Peace
Congresses composed of representatives of all the countries
concerned, who, in a friendly way, will discuss the problems
which arise, and come to rational decisions with regard to
them. While, however, this direct education should be
earnestly pursued, it must not be forgotten that the ultimate
solution of international problems will be reached only when
an adequate idea has been formed of the meaning and
object of life, both personal and national.

The wars of the past and the difficulties of the present
time have, to a large extent, arisen from ignorance of the
conditions involved, on the part not only of the individuals
directly concerned, but also of the nations which they repre-
sented. The present conditions demand that we should think
not only Imperially but also Internationally, for the work of
the engineer has shrunk the world into small dimensions,
and no change of any importance can take place in any
country without affecting to a greater or less extent all the
other countries of the world. Although Japan is the centre
of the subject of this book, it is meant, in the first place, for
the use of the peoples of the West, and in some parts I may
have seemed to have wandered from my text It is hoped,
however, that such digressions will not be found its least
interesting and useful parts.

The bibliography of the subjects touched upon is very